
Pioneer Scholars Grant Program Application

Mentor NameStudent Name 

Student ID

Student Email

Major/Minor

Anticipated 
Graduation Date

Mentor Email

Dept/Discipline

Today's Date

Nature of the project (Domestic, International, OR with an International Component*)

*If you describe your project as "with an International Component," this indicates that the international component of the project is optional. If the international 
component is not accepted, your application may still be considered for a domestic grant.

1. Project title and description of the project

2. What is the scholarly and/or practical significance of the proposed research? What gap in
academic literature or practice will the proposed research aim to fill? (More space on page 2)

SAMPLE



3. List the specific goals for the scholar and for the mentor for the summer project.

SAMPLE



4. Indicate how this project will contribute to the student's educational experience.

5. Indicate how this project is related to the mentor's scholarly work.SAMPLE



6. If this project is related to a specific course and/or major, please indicate that connection.

7. How will the student be mentored and monitored? Please specify how the faculty mentor plans
to supervise the student, including the frequency of meetings and other mentoring activities.

SAMPLE



8. If this project involves two students, explain the need for two students and how each student's
work will be distinct.

9. If the project is international or has an international component, demonstrate the direct
connection between the proposed travel and the project's goals.SAMPLE



Task Description Start Date End Date 

10. Provide a detailed timeline for the project.

11. The majority of the project should be completed during the summer. Explain any elements of
the project that will not be completed by the end of August.

SAMPLE



Item Description Cost 

TOTAL: 

Description Cost 

Airfare 

In-country transportation 

Lodging 

Meals 

In-country research

Visa(s)/Entry-Exit fees 

Other 
(specify) 

TOTAL: 

Budget Information: The grant provides up to $500 for equipment and domestic travel (to archives, 
labs, etc.). Additional money might be available based on demonstrated need. Please provide a 
budget for any necessary expenses and a brief explanation for any request over $500.

If the project is international or has an international component, provide a budget that covers the 
international expenses for both the student and mentor. The limit for international expenses is $5,000.

*Please send this form to cuhonorscenter@carrollu.edu.

Updated 2/11/16

SAMPLE



Just a Drink 
by   

 
When Kate broke the news, she cracked open a can of Miller. Piper? Lily? Christian? 

Not yet. Maybe it won’t happen. Dear God, don’t let it happen. Tim pried it from her hand and 

gave her a plastic cup filled halfway with apple juice. She watched him drink the rest of the beer. 

The next day, Tim bought kale. It had folic acid or some shit —  the doctor on tv said so. 

He told her to blend it with apple juice, make smoothies. She never liked kale. 

Tim was gone a lot  he worked late, he worked weekends. He worked so she didn’t have 

to. He was never home to see the bottles Kate brought home. Just a few to keep her hands from 

shaking. Wake up, shop, drink, bury the bottles in the recycling bin, make a smoothie and pour it 

down the drain, leave the dirty blender for Tim.  

Do you feel anything yet? The sickness like a kick in the gut? Yeah, she felt it.  

The doctor —  her doctor —  said everything looked good. She was doing everything 

right. All Kate saw was static. She nodded. She held her breath when the doctor came near.  

Tim kept buying kale. 

One day Tim came home early —  caught her with twothirds of a sixpack sitting empty 

on the counter. Do you do this every day? Every day for seven months? He threw the last two 

cans across the kitchen. It’s time to cut the crap.  

Kate didn’t go to her doctor appointments. She told the doctor’s office that she found 

somewhere better. She told Tim that everything looked good and the static was starting to really 

look like something. She told herself if she kept pretending maybe it would never happen. After 

a while, Tim stopped asking if she was staying sober.  

SAMPLE



Tim was walking through the front door with cans of blue paint when his cell phone rang. 

Kate was in the hospital. Four hours later a faint heartbeat lit up the screen for precisely two 

minutes and thirty five seconds before it folded back into static. Enough time for two people to 

hold their breaths twice, but not enough to hold anything else before it turned cold.  

When Kate was sent home, Tim dropped her off at the house and left for a hotel. He 

needed time to think, to make arrangements. To get away from her. Kate walked to the kitchen 

with shaking hands, found the blender and the kale and the apple juice. She sat on the floor next 

to the cans of blue paint and drank her smoothie. They should have been pink.   

 
 
 

SAMPLE
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	Text22: 
	Text23: English
	Text24: 
	Text25: 3/1/16
	Text26: 
	Text27: Biology and Professional Writing
	Text29: Domestic
	Text30: 
	Text31: “Here Lies: An Exploration of Death Through Flash Fiction”The average human will survive over seventy years of celebration, disappointment, accomplishment, and loss. The question is, can a life story be portrayed in under 1,000 words? Life rarely subscribes to averages. Therefore, to accurately portray the human experience, we must instead turn our attention to death. This inevitable event unites humanity while also defining individuals based on the way their lives conclude. This project seeks to comment upon the nature of human life through a flash-fiction novella depicting the deaths of a fictional town’s past and present occupants. Flash-fiction is a form of creative prose comprised of no more than 750-1000 words (see Appendix A for an example of my flash fiction). The exact length requirement does vary by publisher, but 1000 words is the commonly accepted maximum for this genre. Flash has no major restrictions and is often experimental in form. Works of flash can resemble prose poetry, grocery lists, or micro-versions of the traditional short story. The novella in question will be comprised of twenty or more thematically connected pieces of flash-fiction written in a variety of styles. Each story will center around the death of a single individual, though connections will be made throughout the novella linking the lives of various townspeople. While some stories will resemble traditional prose, others have more experimental formats such as lists or journal entries. The main goal of this project is publishing flash-fiction, whether solely as individual pieces in literary magazines, or as a complete work through a small publishing company. 
	Text34: Flash-fiction is a relatively new genre of creative literature and is not widely represented outside of anthologies and small, online publishers. While more publishers are accepting flash submissions, short-stories remain the dominant category of prose. Flash allows for experimentation that is not possible when working in short-story. Poetic structure and form can be more strongly emphasized and stories can be told through unconventional methods, such as lists or test forms. Flash-fiction challenges both author and reader to draw strong theme and symbolism from elegantly minimalistic writing.Flash-fiction novellas are extremely scarce and only a handful of authors have attempted to publish such pieces. Though individual pieces can be remarkable in and of themselves, a combined novella holds a new dimension of interest and meaning.This project would bring attention to the flash genre while also expanding creative prose as a whole. 
	Text1: 
	Text2: 1) Study several flash-fiction anthologies and novellas to gain a better understanding of the genre as it currently exists2) Discuss progress weekly via Skype3) Meet in person monthly over lunch for a more in depth discussion of progress and next steps4) Create 1-2 pieces of thematically connected flash-fiction each week over the duration of the project5) Collaboratively revise pieces using Google Docs6) Use the Duotrope website to research publishers that accept flash fiction7) Develop cover letter writing skills8) Submit at least 10 pieces of flash-fiction to literary publishers9) Prepare a presentation for Celebrate Carroll10) Present at Celebrate Carroll
	Text3: As a double major, I do not have time in my class schedule for a professional writing internship. Creative writing I have done in my free time has never been sent to publication outside of Carroll due to lack of direction and publishing knowledge. This project will serve as the perfect opportunity to channel my writing skill into a project I feel passionate about. I will also accumulate real-life experience in writing and publishing that I will need to direct my career after graduation. Any works that I publish over the course of this project will help me gain a foothold in the writing industry and make my name known within the field. As my resume grows, it will become easier to find a publisher willing to feature my work. In addition, the number of pieces I plan to write and send for publication will provide me with ample practice to expand upon my writing and communication skills. [Faculty]’s collaboration will give me an insider’s perspective into the field and provide me with extremely beneficial feedback that will help me grow as a writer. 
	Text4: From [Professor]:I’ve taught ENG 206, Fiction Writing, for about five years now, despite being exclusively a poet until that time.  After I got a handle on teaching the course, I felt it was professionally responsible that I try writing some fiction.  Due to my poetic training, my mind is accustomed to thinking in shorter amounts of text.  So rather than attempt short stories, I figured I would instead find flash fiction a much more amenable form.I’ve been writing flashes for about two years now, and have had success in publishing some of them.  Recently, I’ve begun work on a few pieces for a project where each flash describes a (usually fantastical) job that someone has had.  (Sample opening from a piece that’ll be published next month:  “The doctors at the local clinic hired me to be a cough, something to drum up business.  Dirty work.  I’d float in the air of the supermarket until some cabbage-buyer would suck me in.”)  I plan on weaving these pieces together into a book-length work with the working title of American Résumé.  They will likely all be about the same character, with some recurring characters such as his daughter.I’m excited to work with [Student] as we both explore this new and fascinating form of flash novellas.  I’ve read [Student]’s first flash for the proposed project, and it’s excellent.  Through this project, we’ll be able to deeply discuss what is and isn’t effective in the examples we read, and then work to build our own contributions to the field.  The results of this project are directly applicable to my scholarly work, as I will then work to publish my individual flashes in literary magazines, and also seek a publisher for the completed book-length work.
	Text5: 
	Text6: The majority of our communications will be done electronically, with monthly face-to-face meetings over lunch. Much of the writing will be done through Google Docs, taking advantage of the commenting and collaborative editing features. Close contact will be maintained through email, while overall progress and matters of timeline will be discussed over Skype once every week. Additional in-person meetings will be scheduled if it is necessary to discuss revision or publication in greater depth. 
	Text7: 
	Text8: 
	Text9: The writing will be completed during summer, however, works will be submitted to publishers at the end of August. Publisher responses generally require one to three months. The official results of submission may not be available until late November. However, all news should be received in time for presentation at Celebrate Carroll.
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	Text28: Read selections from Flash Fiction Forward, Spoon River Anthology, and the Rosemetal Field Guide. Meet in person to discuss traits of good flash fiction. 
	Text32: Write 1-2 works of flash each week
	Text33: Read novellas; observe how works are presented & connected
	Text35: Meet in person within the week to discuss qualities of good stories, compare different styles, and discuss how to best develop a flash-fiction novella.
	Text36: Meet in person to discuss overall writing progress and expectations for revision. 
	Text37: Revise flash pieces over Google Docs to prepare final drafts and meet to discuss first steps in publishing.
	Text38: Use Duotrope to find publishers for final draft submissions of flash. 
	Text39: Prepare cover letters and submissions; submit at least 10 final drafts to at least 10 different publishers; meet over lunch to discuss publishing standards and procedure. 
	Text40: Wait to hear results of publisher submissions
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	Text82: My Very End of the Universe (2 copies), Liliane's Balcony (2 copies)
	Text83: 1-year subscription to the Duotrope website for finding publishers
	Text84: Stipend for book shipping charges
	Text85: Spoon River Anthology (1 copy), Flash Fiction Forward (1 copy) 
	Text86: The Rose Metal Press Field Guide to Writing Flash Fiction (1 copy) 
	Text87: The Committee on Town Happiness (2 copies), I’m Not Saying, I’m Just Saying (2 copies) 
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